WEEK 1 JOSEPH’S DREAMS  Genesis 37:1-11
1. Tell about a time when you received a “bad report.”  Maybe you were written up.   Was it deserved?  



2. What is your most memorable experience with tattling?


3. If this passage was all you knew of Joseph, how would you describe him?  Why do you think he behaves the way he does?  



4. Would you want Joseph for a brother?  Why or why not?  Have you had similar struggles with your own family?  How do the family problems in Joseph’s story encourage you?

5. Where are you battling with envy?  How would you like to see that change?

6. What do these dreams tell us about the way Joseph’s story will end?  Why might God have given these dreams to Joseph at this time?  Do such dreams point to human success or God’s control?  Why?

7. Why do you think Joseph shared his dreams, since the meaning was obvious?  What could he have done differently? How did Jacob’s reaction to Joseph’s dream differ from that of his brothers?


8. When God wants to give you a special message, how does he do it? How does that way compare to Joseph’s dreams?


9. Remember when you were 17, what were you dreaming then? 


WEEK 2:  JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BROTHERS  Genesis 37:12-36
1. What do verses 12-17 tell us about how roles have changed in the family of Israel?  Compare with 37:2.


2. What do you think motivated Reuben’s efforts to rescue Joseph?


3. Put yourself in Joseph’s sandals.  As you overheard your brothers talking, what might have been going through your mind? Your emotions?  What would you have prayed to God in the pit?  Would you be doubting your dreams, giving up on them, or being comforted by them?


4. How would going from chosen son to slave affect your faith in God and dreams?

5. What does this say to us about bitterness or unresolved conflict in our own lives?


6. How do we see God’s intervention in this passage?    

7. What do you do when you think God is guiding you one way, but you come to a twist in the road that totally confuses you?


8. Perhaps Jacob and Joseph struggled with “if only” thoughts at the end of this chapter.  Jacob, “If  only I hadn’t sent him alone.”  Joseph, “If only I hadn’t been so cocky.”  Do you have an “If only” you can share? “If only I hadn’t . . . then . . .  or maybe If only I had . . . then . . .


WEEK 3:  JOSEPH AND POTIPHER   Genesis 39:1-23
1. How do Joseph’s prospects look in verse 1?  In verse 20?  How real do you think his dreams are to him at these low points?

2. In what job setting have you enjoyed the most success?


3. What kind of boss would you make? Everyone’s pal?  Law and order tough guy?  Hand’s on operator?  Detatched delegator?

4. Why do you think God allowed this to happen?  Would your answer be different if you didn’t know the rest of Joseph’s story, or if this was happening to you?


5. Why would a woman of culture and refinement be attracted to a slave like Joseph?

6. What tactics does Potipher’s wife use to tempt Joseph (vv 7, 10, 12)?  In each case, how does Joseph resist?


7. Did Potipher buy his wife’s story completely?  Why do you think that?


8. What steps can you take to avoid sexual temptations?  Can you avoid all sexual temptations?  How do we move toward purity of heart, mind, and actions?


9. When are we most vulnerable to sexual temptation?


WEEK 4:  JOSEPH, IN PRISON  Genesis 39:20 – 40:23  
1. If you knew that God was with you, no matter what, how would that change you in life’s most difficult situations?  How did it change Joseph?


2. Imagine yourself as the chief prison guard.  What things might have made Joseph stand apart from other prisoners?



3. Given all the circumstances of your life – community, work, school, home – what would make other people look at your life and say, “Wow, the Lord is with him or her?


4. How does Joseph show concern for the other prisoners (v 6-8)?



5. Why do you think Joseph mentioned God (v 8) to the other prisoners?  


6. Dream interpretations belong to God (v. 8)  What does Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams tell us about his relationship with God?



7. What strikes you most about the two dreams, their interpretation, and fulfillment?  


WEEK 4:  JOSEPH, IN PRISON  Genesis 40  

8. How would it have felt to hear Joseph’s interpretation of your dream if you were the cupbearer?  If you were the baker?



9. Why might the chief cupbearer forget Joseph?  How long did Joseph stay in prison after interpreting these two dreams (41:1)?


10. If you know you can interpret the dreams of others, but you are not seeing your own dreams fulfilled, how do you have hope when you are locked in to a difficult situation?



11. Where in your life are you feeling imprisoned?



12. What part does being in the pit or prison play in character development?  What pit has God brought you out of?  When you’re in the pit, where do you find strength to serve God and others?



13. When have you felt like Joseph in verse 15?  “I have done nothing to deserve . . .”



WEEK 5:  JOSEPH AND PHAROAH  Genesis 41:1-56

1. What do you make of the impending famine?  Is it a judgement or punishment from God?  Natural disaster?  Why do you think so?


2. What response does the interpretation of Pharoah’s dream call for?



3. Of the major changes in Joseph’s circumstances from Genesis 37-41, whiche turn of events do you see as deserved?  Undeserved?  Which do you consider to be fortunate?  Providential?


4. When in Joseph’s changing circumstances does he appear to be gutsy?  Shrewd? Cocky? Humble?



5. What do you see as God’s role in all this?  



6. Why does God choose to work with Joseph (and some of us) in this manner?



7. When was the last time you wondered if God had forgotten you?

WEEK 5:  JOSEPH AND PHAROAH  Genesis 41:1-56

8. How might this story help you remember that God is always there?


9. Notice 41:16  Why was it important for Joseph to make this point?  What have you given God the credit for that he has done in your life recently?


10. If you were a prisoner standing before the most powerful person on earth, how would you have felt about making the statements of verses 26-27?


11. If you were president for a day, what would you like to do?


12. When in your life have you felt that you were special, that God could use you in a unique way?


13. How might 13 years (from Age 17 to 30) of humiliation and prison have changed Joseph?  How have you changed in the past 13 years?  What has God used to change you?


14. Like Joseph, what past trouble would you like God to help you forget?



WEEK 6:  JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN   Genesis 45:1-28
1. Who in your family makes the most noise when crying? Who never cries?  

2. Who in your family is the one who will forgive anyone anything?  For whom does forgiveness come only with difficulty?  Which one are you?


3. If you were visited by a loved one who came back “from the dead” 22 years later, what proof would you need that this was indeed the person?  What proof does Joseph offer his borthers (v 3-13)?  His father (v 9-11,21-23)?  

4. How does Joseph’s bombshell strike the brothers (v 3, 14)?  Pharoah’s palace (v 2,16)?  Their father (v 26-28)?


5. Has Joseph truly forgiven his brothers?  Why do you think so?  Are they convinced of their forgiveness?  Why or why not (see 50:15-21)?

6. When Joseph makes himself known to his brothers, how does he also make God known (v 5-11)?


7. Based on Joseph’s story, how would you define “divine providence.”


8. What would you like to see God provide in your life today?  What would bring “tears of joy” if it happened for you sometime soon?


9. What one thing have you learned from Joseph’s story that would be most helpful to someone who is experiencing tough times?  Why not share with that person this week?
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